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Comparison of methods for anionic surfactants in water
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Abstract: Anionic surfactants in water are difficult to degrade and aggregate easily in water, which deteriorates the water quality.
In order to establish a more simple, rapid and accurate method for the determination of anionic surfactants in water, methylene blue
spectrophotometry and continuous flow spectrophotometry were compared. Anionic dye methylene blue easily reacts with anionic
synthetic activator in water to form blue salts (MBAS). The results were determined by two methods after chloroform extraction. The
results show that there is no significant difference between the two methods. Continuous flow spectrophotometry has high sensitivity
and can automatically, conveniently and quantitatively measure data.
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