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Analysis of U.S. Refined Products Pipelines and Introduction to the Operational
Business Models

Qiao Xing ( China International United Petroleum & Chemicals Co., Ltd. Beijing 100728, China)

Abstract: As one of the largest consumers of refined oil products globally, the domestic supply and demand have a
significant impact on the global refined oil product market. Given the evident regional imbalance in the domestic refined
oil market, which affects both prices and market stability, the U.S. has established an extensive pipeline network that plays
a crucial role in balancing supply and ensuring stable oil product delivery. This article focuses on analyzing the supply and
demand situation across the five U.S. Petroleum Administration for Defense Districts (PADDs), the refined oil pipeline
network and its operations. It will provide a detailed analysis of the operation, scheduling, and multi-product transportation
mechanism of the Colonial Pipeline, exploring its role in both the domestic and international U.S. refined oil product
markets.
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